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in the youth of the universities, who, instead of studying books, study their own heart/* Cromwell's desire to develop higher education, and his defence of the universities against their assailants, were the natural consequences of his resolve to maintain a national Church against those who wished to sever the connection between Church and State. On this question, the army, as a whole, supported Cromwell. In the " Agreement of the People," presented to Parliament in 1649, the army had demanded that " the Christian religion be held forth and recommended as the public profession of this nation/* and it included " the instructing of the people thereunto, so it be not compulsive/' and " the maintaining able teachers for that end," amongst the legitimate functions of the government. These principles had been embodied in the " Instrument of Government/' and the duty of devising means to carry them out fell to the Protector.
The first question to be decided was the question of the maintenance of the clergy. The Little Parliament had proposed to abolish tithes altogether, and in the "Instrument of Government" the substitution of some other provision was suggested. As no satisfactory scheme for the commutation of tithes could be devised, Cromwell felt bound to preserve them. " For my part/' said he, " I should think I were very treacherous if I took away tithes till I see the legislative power settle maintenance to ministers another way." To abolish tithes before that was done, would be " to cut the throats